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31st March, 2010

Teignbridge District Council,

Forde House,

Brunel Road,

Newton Abbot

TOIZ 4XK

Dear Sirs,
Moretonhampstead Branch Railway and Stover Canal

A leature in Lhe Western Morning News on the Stover Canal
Society’s tenancy of the old waterway reported: “They will also
require permanent closure of the railway running alongside Lhe canal.”

This is an extraordinary aim for an amenity body which has just
taken a lease from two organizations whose purposes are contrary to
rail closure.

Network Rail is for the time being the country’s railway track
authority. It has relegated the line Lo dormant status but it is still
being minimally maintained.

Teignbridge District Council has a local plan policy covering
retention and development of the line.

Where two interests are juxtaposed, a clause would normally be
included in a lease requiring the lessce ol one to say or do nothing
injurious of or to the other.

Sadly, under the presenl confused set up there is no prospect of
railfreight being revived; only a little traffic is left in the whole
peninsula. On a tour of British Ceramic Tiles last summer, my question
whether rail Lransport had been considered was rebuffed with a flat
“Nope!” by the gruff Staffordshire potter. And that sums up the
commercial world’s view of the mode.

The only chance of reinvigoraling the freight-only branches after
denationalization was lost when Wisconsin Central gave up its drive to
win new traffic. Tts charismatic chairman, Ed Burkhardt, had in mind
the “Mom and Pop” railroads of the States, lines with low cosls
bringing loads Lo the main drags.

T that model had been the start, it would perhaps have led to
much further development, possibly even a passenger service, and there
would be no concern today about remarks from canal restorers.
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railway has so much potential it must not be lost from the nctwork.
Massive challenges such as climate change, peak oil and over-extended
supply lines looming on the horizon must mean thal all options are
vept open.

The whole transport establishment could be changed to the
advantage of rail by the slroke of a pen if, for example, roads were
priced and if motorists and truckers were made to bear their full
environmental costs.

1t would be especially galling if the line Lo Heathfield were to
be abandoned so soon after Lhe announcement last autumn by the
Campaign for the Protection of Rural England that funding was being
sought for a feasibilily study into reopening the former rail byp
route via Christow. The continuing severe erosion of Lhe Warren seems
to add urgency Lo this line of thinking.

The former waterway can be restored withoul harming the railway
and the two can coexist and be mutually beneficial.

To allay fears in the railway camp about threats from Lhe canal
society or any other predator, T wonder if the council would like to
reaffirm its commitment to local plan policy with regard Lo the rump
of the Moretonhampstead Branch.

Yours sincerely,

€. Burges

Owner & Operator
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19 April 2010
Mr C Burgess

Exeter & Teign Valley Railway
Christow Station
Doddiscombsleigh

Exeter

EX6 7YY

Dear Mr Burgess
MORETONHAMPSTEAD BRANCH RAILWAY AND STOVER CANAL
Thank you for your letter dated 31 March 2010.

o
We hold a lease with Network Rail for the canal only and this lease has be assigned to the
Stover Canal Trust B

Network Rail have retained the railway line itself and have included measures within the
lease to ensure that no works proposed to restore the canal will have a negative impact on
the line in order to protect any future use for rail transport

We are in the process of agreeing a management plan for the restoration of the canal with
the Canal Trust and the closure or acquisition of the railway lines has never has been
raised.

In terms of the local plan, this is in the process of being replaced by a Local Development
Framework. The Heathfield line is currently protected through saved policies within the
statutory development plan for Teignbridge.

Yours sincerely

22/
Tony Watson

Project Manager
Economic Development & Tourism

Teignbridge District Council, Forde House, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 4XX
Minicom: 01526 363690  DX121075 Newton Abbot 5
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